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ABOUT YOCOM RINE LAW OFFICES 
 

ESTABLISHED BUSINESS ATTORNEY FOR STATE 
AND FEDERAL LITIGATION AND APPEALS 
 
Serving clients in Illinois, Missouri and Texas for more than 
20 years. 
 
Jana Yocom Rine delivers comprehensive solutions for 
clients.  She takes a hands-on approach, working closely with 
company decision-makers and individuals to craft a legal 
strategy tailored to their immediate needs and long-term goals. 
Clients she has served have found her to be: 
 

• Experienced — She has appeared for oral argument 
before the Illinois Supreme Court, Illinois Appellate 
Court and the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh and Second Circuits. She also has argued before 
the Texas Court of Appeals, Missouri Court of Appeals, 
U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Eighth, Ninth and 
Federal Circuits and the Supreme Court of the United 
States. She has appeared before trial courts in several 
states, with licenses in Illinois, Texas and Missouri. 
 

• Hardworking — Because cases are so often won or lost 
based on pretrial preparation, Ms. Rine works tirelessly 
to master the subject matter down to the smallest detail. 
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• Straightforward — Since she understands the total cost of 

trial and appeal, Ms. Rine is able to perform a reliable 
cost-benefit analysis based on her realistic assessment of 
the possible outcomes to litigation. 
 

The firm represents regulated businesses alleging and 
preserving constitutional issues, often opposing powerful 
corporation and government entities. If you are looking for 
trustworthy and skilled trial or appellate advocacy, Ms. Rine is 
ready to guide you through your legal dispute to a successful 
result. 
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CRITICAL ELEMENTS 
 

• The Record is key. It consists of all of the filings made in the 
trial court and paginated by the lower court clerk and digitally 
transmitted to the appellate court. 
 

• The Record developed in the trial court forms the basis for 
the appeal. Of course, a good trial court record improves the 
chances on appeal. But more importantly, effective use of the 
trial court record is critical to a successful outcome on appeal. 
Even an item forfeited at trial can in some cases be addressed 
on appeal, as long it is acknowledged and argued properly. 
 

• Appellate procedure is governed by Rules, but also by 
custom. Appellate custom is developed by court application 
over time. An appellate lawyer learns these customs by long 
hours of study, usually by reading case law that applies 
appellate procedural nuances. Careful application of appellate 
procedure provides the appellate panel with the information 
necessary to a correct decision. 
 

• Oral argument is more important than most people think. In 
10-15 minutes, an appellate lawyer must synthesize thousands 
of pages of trial court record plus hundreds of pages of 
appellate briefing. The challenge is to digest all of that 
information and to form the question: "what question is left 
for the panel today?" A good oral argument pinpoints that 
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answer. 
 

• An appellate justice or judge welcomes tightly written, 
interestingly delivered prose.  
 

• Correct presentation, including graphic design, form of tables 
and adherence to rules has a positive effect on the outcome 
because it removes obstacles to the party's credibility. 
 

• The law and facts must be presented with objective accuracy 
without shading. This is demonstrated by citation to case law 
and to pages in the Record.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 
Growing up in a law enforcement family in rural Illinois, Jana 
Yocom Rine always knew one thing: she wanted to help 
people. After serving as the Governor’s Intern in the 
Department of Agriculture, Jana pursued her degree in 
Agricultural Communications from the University of Illinois, 
planning to take her strong will and love for helping others to 
the state legislature as a State Representative. 
 
Shortly after graduating, Jana shifted her focus and, instead, 
attended law school at the University of Iowa, which helped 
launch her career at one of the most prestigious law firms in 
the country. 
 
After several years, and an exemplary record, Jana’s passion 
for defending her client’s constitutional rights led her to 
leaving her successful career and opening the doors of the 
Illinois branch of Yocom Rine Law Offices in 1999. 
 
After her youngest daughter graduated high school in Illinois, 
Jana moved back to Texas where she found her niche; 
constitutional law and appellate work. 
 
This motivated Jana to write and defend a Ph.D. dissertation 
that dealt with challenging the constitutionality of a statute 
using a detailed analyzation and study of all published Texas 
Appellate and Supreme Court decisions together with all 
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United States Supreme Court decisions dealing with 
individual’s rights and freedoms. 
 
When not in the office or a courtroom, you can find Jana, her 
husband, Mark, and their blended family of six adult children 
outdoors golfing, snow skiing, bicycling, or enjoying a family 
getaway in the mountains. 
 
EDUCATION 

• University of Iowa, JD, Special Honors 
• University of Illinois, BS, Agricultural Communications, 

Highest Honors 
 
BAR ADMISSIONS 

• Illinois 
• Missouri 
• Texas 

 
COURTS 

• United States District Court, Southern District Illinois 
• United States District Court, Central District Illinois 
• United States District Court, Northern District Illinois 

(Trial Bar) 
• United States District Court, Eastern District Missouri 
• United States Bankruptcy Court, Southern District 

Illinois 
• United States Bankruptcy Court, Central District Illinois 
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• Supreme Court of the United States 
• United States Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit 
• United States Court of Appeals, Second Circuit 
• United States Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit 
• United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit 
• United States Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit 

 
PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

• Appellate Lawyers Association 
• Board of Directors, Fourth and Fifth Illinois Appellate 

Districts (past) 
• Seminars Committee 

• Rules Committee 
• Illinois State Bar Association 
• Agriculture Section Council 
• Jefferson County Bar Association 
• Secretary-Treasurer 
• Denton County Bar Association 
• Dallas Bar Association 

• Community Involvement Committee 
• Law Day Committee 
• Mock Trial Advisor- Carter High School, 
• Mock Trial Judge 
• Mt. Vernon Rotary 
• Strive volunteer 
• Flags volunteer 
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• Mentors for Kids 
• County Advisory Board 
• Lifeboat Alliance 
• Homeless Shelter Volunteer 
• Business and Professional Women 
• International Life Services, Ltd. (co-founder)      
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